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ASSOCIATIONS INCORPORATION BILL 2006 - GREEN BILL 
Statement by Minister for Consumer Protection 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland - Minister for Consumer Protection) [9.14 am]:  The green bill I am tabling 
today is the Associations Incorporation Bill 2006.  The purpose of this bill is to allow for public consultation on 
draft legislation to replace the existing Associations Incorporation Act 1987 with modernised legislation that 
reflects contemporary legislation in other states and territories and better meets community expectations of 
incorporated associations.  It will also address problems that have emerged in the administration of the act in 
recent years, as demands on incorporated associations increase, and streamline the incorporation process.  The 
act regulates not-for-profit organisations such as sport and recreation clubs and societies and community service 
groups, but leaves the management of associations largely in the hands of members.  The act provides a legal 
framework that limits the liabilities of members.  There are currently 15 260 incorporated associations in 
Western Australia.  Last year, more than 720 associations were incorporated and just 150 wound up their 
operations.   

Incorporated associations touch the lives of many people across the community.  In Western Australia, 
associations conduct a wide range of activities, including sport and recreation; community centres, cultural 
groups and service clubs; religious, education, charitable and benevolent groups; business and industry groups 
and chambers of commerce; and agricultural groups and arts, science, heritage, environment, political, medical 
and health projects.  
The proposed bill will bring Western Australia into line with other states and territories, but will also address 
issues that are of particular interest to Western Australians.  The green bill has been drafted following 
consultation with key stakeholders and unsolicited submissions from organisations with a particular interest in 
the sound operation of incorporated associations.   
The bill contains a number of specific changes that will address local issues.  The following six types of changes 
are proposed: streamlining the incorporation process, making incorporation more efficient and cost effective for 
new associations; updating the rules of association and introducing a set of model rules that may be changed by 
special resolution after incorporation; clarifying management and accountability requirements, including the 
introduction of a three-tiered system of audit and accountability; enhancing the powers of the Commissioner for 
Consumer Affairs to allow intervention in dysfunctional incorporated associations when necessary; simplifying 
the voluntary winding up and cancellation processes; and other technical changes necessary for the smooth 
administration of the act.  Importantly, the green bill proposes giving existing incorporated associations an 18-
month period in which to update their rules and come under the operation of the new legislation. 
The green bill will be available for public consultation until Monday, 30 April 2007, and I urge members with an 
interest in this area to promote the green bill among their constituents for comment.  Further information on the 
green bill is available on the department’s web site, and online submissions can be lodged from mid-December 
this year.  Copies of the green bill and other consultation documents will be available from public libraries 
throughout Western Australia from mid-December 2006.  People are encouraged to copy the sections of the 
documents that interest them.   

I table the green bill and explanatory memorandum. 

[See papers 2253 and 2254.]  
 


